Decreased blood TcR gamma delta+ lymphocytes in AIDS and p24-antigenemic HIV-1-infected patients.
The significance of blood TcR gamma delta+ lymphocyte level was evaluated in the context of immunodeficiency and infections in 209 HIV-1-infected patients. Blood TcR gamma delta+ lymphocyte values were found higher in patients belonging to the CDC group II/III than those in the CDC groups IV C1 and IV D (P < 0.001) and P < 0.01, respectively). TcR gamma delta+ lymphocyte counts were lower in patients with oral candidiasis (P < 0.01), and in association with pneumocystosis or toxoplasmosis (P < 0.001). In 81 patients with a detectable HIV-1 p24 antigenemia, TcR gamma delta+ lymphocyte counts were lower than those in nonantigenemic patients (P < 0.001). In the CDC II/III group, p24-antigenemic patients exhibited lower TcR gamma delta+ cell counts than those in patients without antigenemia (P = 0.06). Data suggest that depletion of the TcR gamma delta+ lymphocyte subset characterizes HIV-1-infected patients with oral candidiasis, pneumocystosis, toxoplasmosis, and/or HIV-1-antigenemia.